























Alice Rexroat
Dorothy Roessler
Dale Rothe
Arthur Roy

Paul Rusch
Harry Sawyer
Janet Schmitt
Robert Schramm
Annie Seif

Roark Sennott
Joey Sickerman
Donald Theobald
Leo Thurs

Tim Tremel
Laurette Weyda
Charlene Wichner
Gene Wielgus
Kevin Worrall
Esther Yaeger
Mary Zeck
Marilyn Zenker
Thomas Zimmer
Ava Marie Zimmerman

Matching Gift
Corportations

4Charity Foundations, Inc.

Abbott Laboratories Employee
Giving

Allstate Giving Campaign

Ameriprise Financial Employee
Giving

AT&T United Way Employee
Giving Campaign

Aurora Health Care Employee
Partnership Campaign

Give With Liberty

Northwestern Mutual Life
Foundation, Inc.

Pepsico Foundation Matching
Gifts Program

Thrivent Financial For
Lutherans Foundation

Wellpoint Associate Giving
Campaign

Windhover Foundation

US Bancorp Foundation
Matching Gifts

In Kind
Donations

Barrett Moving and Storage
Bell Ambulance

Betty Brinn Children’s Museum
Bissell, Inc

Bon-Ton

Jim Bovin

BrandSource

Brite-View

Carenza Color Cutting
Experience

Cintas Fire Protection

Clear Channel Outdoor

Coca-Cola Refreshments

Crossmark Graphics, Inc.

Cyracom

Stephanie Drew

Ecolab

Frito-Lay

Georgia - Pacific Corporation

Golden Guernsey Dairy

GTS, Inc.

InSinkErator

Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.

Kinberly-Clark

Kohl's Corporation

Laughlin Constable

M & I Bank

Marcus Hotel & Resort

Frontier Airlines

MillerCoors LLC

Milwaukee Admirals

Milwaukee Brewers

Milwaukee Bucks

Milwaukee County Zoo

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Milwaukee Wave, LLC

Milwaukee World Festival, Inc.

Pioneer Sales & Services

Poblocki Sign Company

S & D Coffee, Inc.

Tech Squad

TempurPedic

The Anchor Hocking Company

Time Warner Cable

Toy Industry

U-Line Corporation

USA Today

VICI Capilli

Wachtel Tree Science

Waste Management, Inc.

Wisconsin Athletic Club

West Suburban YMCA

Elijah’s Story

The Ronald McDonald House has served as a home-away-from-home eight times for Janel
and Giles while their young son Elijah, who was born without a diaphragm, underwent
treatment at Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin.

While his parents had hoped to be together at their permanent residence in Pound,
Wisconsin, Giles praised Ronald McDonald House’s efforts to provide them with a
sanctuary where they created lasting memories.

The memory of Giles’ first family dinner was particularly touching. Area volunteer groups
come in nightly to cook dinner for Ronald McDonald House guests. Giles, who had no
preconceived expectations for life at the House, said, “I had to fight back tears.”

Along with his faith, friends and family, Giles said that the Ronald McDonald House and its
expanding list of sponsors played an instrumental role in maintaining a healthy relationship
with his wife, Janel. They were able to take advantage of area businesses and organizations
including the Wisconsin Athletic Club, the Milwaukee Brewers, and the Milwaukee
County Zoo, who open their doors to guests at the Ronald McDonald House.

“We've been thinking of ways that we'll be able to give back,” Giles says. “We have two
lives,” he continues, referring to splitting their time between the Milwaukee area and
Pound. “Honestly, we've been calling this home.”



The Wishing Tree

As families face the unimaginable, hope becomes their
respite. Having hope means not giving up despite setbacks.
It means looking forward to looking back despite today’s
frustrations. But as the hours turn into days, and stretch
into weeks, and then into months, hope tries to hide and
slip away. So we work to find it and hold onto it, to keep
hope vibrant and growing.

One method of hanging on to hope is setting it free. In

the secret garden, behind the gazebo, lives “The Wishing
Tree.” On this tree hang the hopes, wishes, and prayers of
patients, siblings, parents, families, and friends. Families
work together in the art room to write out their hopes and
decorate the strings that will then be tied to the tree. Once
on the tree, the wind blows through branches to carry the
hopes into the world so they can be known. The wish pictured reads, “You may say I'm
a dreamer, but I'm not the only one - J.L. [John Lennon].” It continues, “May our dreams
come true.”

Time and weather will bring the hope-paper that hasn’t blown away to the ground, so
that the garden can absorb it and allow it to grow into something beautiful. When we
send our hopes out onto the wind and earth, we trust nature to carry our hopes and
ourselves to that place of gratitude, forgiveness, courage, strength, beauty, and peace.

Please visit our website at
www.rmhcmilwaukee.org
to view a beautiful video about

how our Wishing Tree has
helped families.
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