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In 2009, we celebrated our 25th anniversary of providing a warm and 
welcoming environment so that families can survive and even thrive in 
times of unbelievable stress.  We welcomed a record number of families---
1,316!  More than half of the families that stayed at the Ronald McDonald 
House hailed from Wisconsin; 30 percent came from neighboring states, 
Illinois and Michigan.  We saw many families travel from all corners of the 
United States, (including California, New York, Oklahoma and Tennessee) 
so that their children could undergo long-term, life giving medical treatments 
primarily at Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin. 

because of you…
The Ronald McDonald House meets a critical and unique need in our 
community.  Without the RMH, families would be forced to find other 
accommodations; expending precious financial and emotional resources 
rather than focusing on helping their sick or injured children get better.  

because of you…
Our public support---both volunteer and financial----was strong in 2009!  
Achieving our mission would not be possible without our over 550 
volunteers.

because of you…
Our families stay at the Ronald McDonald House for as long as they need 
without worrying about another bill to pay.  In 2009, approximately 50% of 
our families were able to pay the suggested donation of $10 for each night 
they stayed, in reality our cost is more than $90 per night.

because of you…
The programs and services we offered our families in 2009 have prospered.  
In partnership with Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, the Art Therapy 
program blossomed and we added a Dog Therapy program.  Also, in 2009 
we are proud to report that 357 dinners and weekend brunches were prepared 
and served by area organizations, churches and businesses.

We will continue to provide our families a House built with love and filled 
with hope…because of you!

Lynda Kohler				    Bob Monday
President				    Chairman of the Board

On the cover: 
Taylor’s Story

Since Taylor was diagnosed with aplastic anemia in 2005, he and his family have 
stayed at the Ronald McDonald House not once, but twice while he has undergone 
grueling bone marrow transplants. 
While passionately helping her 8-year-old son Taylor fight for his life, Terri also 
cares for her two younger children, ages 5 and 2. This is no small feat as they are 
miles away from their home in Gurnee, Illinois. “The Ronald McDonald House 
makes it possible for us to stay together,” she says. 
At the House, Terri and her family have been embraced by caring volunteers and 
supportive staff. Terri especially appreciates the home-cooked meals and a happy 
playroom for her kids.
Above all, it’s the sense of community with other moms at the Ronald McDonald 
House that helps Terri rise above the unbelievable stress she faces. “We’re all here 
for different reasons, but living at the House forces you to connect and open up.”

Because of You



Our Mission
Ronald McDonald House Charities® of Eastern 
Wisconsin, Inc. is dedicated to easing the burden 
of families whose lives have been disrupted as a 
result of their child’s illness or injury.  We provide 
a home-away-from-home and caring outreach 
initiatives.  



Volunteers

Family Dinners

In 2009, more than 550 volunteers donated 22,458 hours of their time and 
talent to create a warm and welcoming home for our families. Our volunteers 
come from a varitey of backgrounds, ages and interest levels and play an 
essential role in the mission of the Ronald McDonald House. Their tireless 
dedication, energy and enthusiasm keeps the Ronald McDonald House doors 
open every single day.

“Thanks to all the community groups, the fresh, hot meals were wonderful!! Thanks!” 
- Cynthia, Tacoma WA

The Family Dinner Program is a vital program for both the House and our 
community, providing the opportunity for corporations, organizations and groups 
from all sectors to deliver a service that our families are in great need of and for 
which they are extremely grateful. During 2009, 357 dinners, brunches, lunches and 
lunches to go were served to our families.

Many programs are offered at Ronald McDonald House to strengthen the sense of 
community, while providing emotional support for our families. 

Our Programs

We are proud of our organization’s commitment to expand our services to 
support innovative programs that enhance our ability to help families with 
medical needs. In 2009, our Board of Directors approved a one year grant 
to Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin to extend their invaluable expertise 
throughout 2010 by offering Art Therapy to our families at the Ronald 
McDonald House.

Educational Program

In 2009, twenty horticultural educational programs were presented to our 
families using the principles of gardening in literature, poetry and science.

Dog Therapy Program

We are one of two Ronald McDonald 
Houses around the country that has 
adopted this unique program. The 
program provides the opportunity to 
heal through animal assisted therapy, 
promoting social and emotional 
support provided by specially 
trained professionals, both dogs and 
handlers. The teams offer educational, 
motivational and therapeutic benefits 
to our children and their families. 

In partnership with RMHC National and McDonald’s owner/operators, we 
provide financial assistance to eligible graduating high school seniors who face 
limited access to educational and career opportunities. 30 students were selected 
and awarded scholarships based on demonstrated academic achievement, 
financial need and community involvement. 

RMHC Scholarships

Grants

Art Therapy Program
“Kaitlyn loves the art program, it always takes her mind off what’s going on.” 

- Jennifer, Marinette WI

Our Art Therapy Program works with families to promote healing and wellness 
through the therapeutic qualities of creating art. Families experience a continuum of 
care between the hospital and the House, providing a structured forum with an art 
therapist, in which families can openly express their fears and work through issues. 
In 2009, 572 children participated in our Art Therapy Program.

“I loved it, it took my mind off the tragedy we are going through.” 
          - Sabine, Plover WI



Financial Stats
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Statistical Summary

1,316
Families stayed at the 
Ronald McDonald House 
in 2009. 11 days

The average 
length of stay:

RMH Facts
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Potawatomi Bingo &    
   Casino/Miracle on Canal
   Street
Sensient Technologies
   Foundation, Inc.

Anonymous
American Family 
   Insurance Group
Bryan Moen/Valley 
   Management Golf 
   Classic
Chanel and Prince Fielder 
Greater Milwaukee 
   Foundation Rodney F & 
   Betty Park Family Fund
Milwaukee Journal 
   Sentinel
Milwaukee Sunrise Rotary 
Players Trust Major
   League Baseball
The Fine Art Photography
   of Donna Strong Exhibit 
   and Sale

Coca Cola Company
Children’s Hospital and
   Health System
Emory T. Clark Family
   Foundation
Forest County Potawatomi
   Foundation
Jeff & Sadie Johnsen
J.J. Keller Foundation, Inc.
Ladish Company 
   Foundation
Nicholas Family 
   Foundation
James W. Pihos Living
   Trust
Peter Schwabe, Inc.
Trustmark Foundation
United Way of Greater
   Milwaukee

Charles Yeomans

Alpha Xi Delta - 
   Marquette University
Victor & Christine 
   Anthony Family 
   Foundation
Everbrite, Inc.
Golden State Foods/
   Golden State Foods    
   Foundation
Jackson National Life  
   Insurance Company
Kohl’s Cares for Kids
Kuehl Family Foundation
Meier Family Foundation
Metavante Corporation
In memory of Hilda 
   Plotkin
Rovens Family Charitable
   Fund
Runzheimer International
Ruth St. John & John
   Dunham West 
   Foundation, Inc.
Henry Sr. & Marion 
   Uihlein Foundation

Associated Banc-Corp
In memory of Marv 
   Banowetz
Blood Center of Wisconsin
Gretchen Brueske 
Business Marketing 
   Association
Jay & Mindy Cox
Cross Country Bar and
   Grill, Inc.
Davel, LLC
East Balt Commissary, Inc.
First Weber Group 
   Foundation, Inc.
Frito-Lay, Inc.
Gerrits Lakeview Inn, 
   LLC
GKN Sinter Metals

Hand Surgery, Ltd.
Harris Bank
Heart of Gold Charity, Inc.
Kilian Management 
   Services, Inc.
Kolb+Company
KS Energy Services, Inc.
In honor of Kyle 
   Makurat
Marcus Corporation 
   Foundation, Inc.
Marek Group, Inc. 
Marshall & Ilsley 
   Corporation
McCain Foods USA, Inc.
Daniel C & Amy 
   McConeghy
McDonald’s Madison 
   Advertising Association
McDonald’s USA, LLC
Megal Development 
   Corporation
Daniel & Betty Merkel
Moroch
OSI Industries, Inc
PPC Foundation 
Ritzow Family 
   Foundation    
In memory of Dale F.
   Rothe
In honor of Nick Schultz
Dr. John & Anne Thomas, 
   Jr.
Frank & Barbara Trummer
Tyson Foods, Inc.
Valley Management, Inc.
Westfahl & Westfahl, S.C.
Brent and Corey Williams
Winnebago County 
   Sheriff’s Office
In memory of Kevin 
   Worrall

Anonymous
A.C. Zuckerman Jewelers
Acme Enterprises DBA 
McDonald’s, LLC

2009 Donors

$50,000+

We are grateful for the Milwaukee and Northeastern Wisconsin Upper Peninsula 
McDonald’s owners, operators, vendors, suppliers and customers who generously 
support the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Eastern Wisconsin, Inc. through 
various fundraising activities including sponsoring our special events, McHappy Day, 
Helping Hands paper icon program and placing donation boxes in each restaurant to 
make it easy for the community to support our mission.

Thank you, McDonalds!

$20,000+

$10,000+

$5,000+

$2,500+

$1,000+



Apple Tree Credit Union
Arnold Worldwide
Asian McDonald’s 
   Operators Assn.
Dennis & Jean Bauman
In honor of Grant Beltrami
Charles & Tracy Bilek
The Lynde and Harry    
   Bradley Foundation
Jeff & Trish Brigman
Dr. Bruce & Marsha
   Camitta
Dr. James & Marilyn
   Casper
Coldwell Banker 
   Residential Brokerage-    
   Mequon
DDN
Meghan Dean
Dave & Jayne Dhein
Gary & Michele Drska
Dyar Foundation
East Balt, Inc.
Elkhorn Chemical & 
   Packaging
Robert & Patricia Endries    
   Family Foundation, Ltd
Euraupair International
Wendy & Scott Falk
Paul Felch
Ted J Fornetti DDS
Fox Valley Tool & Die, 
   Inc.
Carol Gehl
Judith Gitlewski
Dr. Michael & Nancy
   Gutzeit
Tom & Nancy Hauber/
   Rockwell Collins
Herzing, Inc.
Jeffrey & Susan Holmes
John & Patricia Ipavec
Irgens Development 
   Partners LLC
Cynthia A. Jackson
Daniel Kallay
Kamps Cancer Benefit
Wendy & Craig Kasten
Barbara Kendro

Lynda Kohler
Kolaga Family Charitable
   Trust
Mike & Dori Koza
Laughlin/Constable, Inc.
Dr. Mary Jo Brown & 
   Frederick Lautz
Kenneth & Maureen
   Manning
Laura & Joe Mantoan
Peter Markowski
Miller Compressing 
   Company
ModelClub/Jim Turek
   Classic
In memory of Alyssa
   Molinaro
Bob Monday
Monona Grove School
   District
Mount Mary College
Jennifer Nebbia
NEWCO
Northwestern Mutual
In memory of Joshua
   Nunez
Ted Nunziato
Park Bank Foundation
Ann & John Petrie
Plumbing Mechanical
   Sheet Metal Contractor
   Alliance
In memory of Grant
   James Priesgen
ProHealth Care Medical
   Associates
Ernest L. Ramirez & Hilda
   Bermudez
Frank Ravanelli
In memory of Nancy Rice
Robert W. Baird & 
   Company
SII Investments, Inc.
Richard A. Sachs
Sacramento County 
   Probation Department
St. Alphonsus 4 Year 
   Kindergartens
Sam’s Club #6303

Sam’s Club #8164
Thomas Savage
In memory of Patricia
   Schaefer
Timothy and Holly 
   Schoeppler
Daniel & Geri Schwabe
Michelle R. Sirinek
Split Rail Foundation, Inc.
Standard Process, Inc.
K.C. Stock Foundation, 
   Inc.
Stormonth School
Swendrowski & Associates
Trackside Services Inc.
United Healthcare
United Way of 
   Metropolitan Chicago
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Van Vugt
Vilter Foundation, Inc
In memory of Nevaeh 
   Rae Wallace
Mr. & Mrs. Ronnie Weller
West Bend High Schools
Brian Wilson
Windhover Foundation
Yin McDonald’s
In honor of Inez Zacher
John Zacher
Zimmer Thomson 
   Associates, Inc.

Scott & Barbara Altman
Dr. John & Elizabeth
   Altstadt
Mark B. Anderson
Mike Backus
Badger Chapter Coca-Cola
   Collectors Club
Troy D. Bartoshevich
Shirley Bayer
Belonger Corporation, Inc.
Shirley Benkowski
Kristin Beougher
Heidi & Jeffrey Berka
BGS Glass Service, LLC
Ritika & Atul Bhatia

$500+

Tom & Geri Bitters
Richard & Dolores 
   Blankenmeyer
Duane & Dorothy  
   Bluemke Foundation
Donna & Ken Bodart
St. Charles Borromeo
Reggie & Sharon 
   Bortner’s fundraising
   event
BP Fabric of America Fund
Dennis & Jean Buchan
June Burkeen
Robert & Marlene Burris
Cellene Byrne
Cannon & Dunphy, S.C.
Celtic International 
   Research
Shannon Cleven
Colleen & David Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy 
   Collins
James & Mary Connelly
Annette & Michael Crilly
DCI Cheese
Dermatology Specialists
Divine Savior Holy Angels
In honor of Ella Dorsey
Gayle Dragotta
Betsy DuCanto
In memory of Mary Dyble
Dr. Gregory & Eva Ekbom
Electrical Contractors 
   Association
Elgin Dairy Foods, Inc.
Benito Elizondo
City of Elkhorn
Enterprise Rent A Car
   Foundation
Garth Ertl
JoAnn & Craig Faucett
Dennis & Dorothy Feest
In memory of Kristin
   Felch
Todd Feldbruegge
Marjorie A. Fish
Forest Ridge Community
   Residence
Mr. & Mrs. William F Fox
Carol & Randy Franke
Wendy Franke
George & Anna Gaspar
GE Healthcare MR 
   Division
Derek Gilliam

Garry & Carolyn Gillespie
Daniel & Cynthia 
   Girmscheid
Jeanne Gruber
Kristine Guest
H. Thomas & Jean
   Hamill
Graham & Marilyn 
   Harrower
Diana Heise
Charles & Pamela 
   Herdeman
Colleen Hider
Susan & Randy Hollister
James & Deborah 
   Holzhauer
John & Susan Honkamp
Howards Grove Middle
   School
Glenn Hubbard
Hupy & Abraham
Immanuel United Church
   of Christ
Jackson Family Dentistry
Christine Jahncke
Jerome I Case High School
Jim & Kathy Jurgenson
Community Foundation
   for the Fox Valley 
   Region -  James & Mary
   Kabacinski Charitable
   Fund
Joann Kayser’s fundraising
   event 
Thomas J. & Esther V. 
   Kelley, M.D.
Ted & Mary Kellner
Ken’s Beverage, Inc.
Cheryl Kenth
Dr. Joseph Kerschner
Cheri Kersey
Kimberly High School
Pam & Dennis Klumb
Kohl’s - Credit Division
Raymond & Barbara
   Krueger
Dennis & Kim LaPlante
In memory of Mark
   Lentsch
Ronald & Sandra Lesser
Lions Club - Big Foot
Lions Club of Delavan
Peter Machi
Lorraine Marks
Jerald Martocci

Marty’s Programs LLC
Donald & Eleanore Massa
Mr. & Mrs. D.F. 
   McKeithan, Jr.
Dr. Tim & Jean McNamara
Mercury Marine Breakfast
   Club
Midwest Region W.O.N.
Shelby Moritz
Robert Murphy
Nev 2/11 Foundation
Nigro Karlin Segal & 
   Feldstein LLP
Brian R. Page
Cynthia Pintar
Pioneer Sales & Service
Anna Queram
Fred Radandt Sons, Inc.
Andrew Rickert
Colleen Roden’s 
   fundraising event
Roundy’s Supermarkets, 
   Inc. 
St. Olaf’s Lutheran Church
John & Jill Schlifske
The Penworthy Company
Dave & Ann Schneider
Michael Schulz
Jeffrey & Judith 
   Schwieterman
Shady Lane Greenhouse
Pat & Janet Sinks
In honor of Caden Smith
Stano Landscaping, Inc.
Laura Staton
In honor of Carrie Stoner
April Strehlow
In honor of Deven 
   Patrick Strief
Jessica Strief
Paul & Mollie Strief
Studley, Inc.
Thomas Swift
Takeda Pharmaceuticals
   North America, Inc.
Tibbets Elementary School
Joe E. Timm
Jim and Diana Treis
Anne Tremel
Linda & Michael Tuffey
United Donauschwaben of
   Milwaukee, Inc.

Due to space limitations, we regretably cannot list donations under $500. 

Please know every gift is treasured.



Every effort has been made to ensure this information is correct.  

Please accept our sincere apology for any error or omission.

In memory of Lois 
   Vallone
William & Beth Van
   Epern
Mark & Andrea Vitek
Jon & Lee Ann Vosburg
Waste Management
Todd Weir
Dan & Denise Werlein
In memory of Herb 
   Westenberger
James & Elizabeth
   Wigdale
Louise Willmering
Chad Winston
Wisconsin Public Service
   Foundation
Cheryl Yadron
Robin & Michele Yount
Rick & Susan Zehetner
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Zore
Lynn Zwitter

4Charity Foundations, Inc.
Abbott Laboratories  
   Employee Giving
Alliant Energy Fdn.
Allstate Giving Campaign
American Express 
   Charitable Fund
Ameriprise Financial  
   Employee Giving
AT &T United Way 
   Employee Giving 
Aurora Health Care 
   Employee Partnership
G.E. Foundation
Give With Liberty
Grainger Matching 
   Charitable Gifts
Hospira Employee Giving
JPMorgan Chase 
   Employee Giving
Kimberly-Clark 

   Foundation Inc.
Northwestern Mutual   
   Life Foundation
Pepsico Foundation
Takeda Pharmaceuticals 
   North America Inc.
Theda Care
Thrivent Financial for  
   Lutherans Fdn.
Wachovia Wells Fargo
   Foundation
Wellpoint Associate 
  Giving Campaign
Windhover Foundation

Bell Ambulance
Betty Brinn Museum
Bissell, Inc
Boston Store
BRAINFIRE Media
BrandSource
Brite-View
Carenza Color Cutting
   Experience
Cintas Fire Protection 
Clear Channel Outdoor
Coca-Cola Bottling 
   Company
Crossmark Graphics, Inc.
Cyracom
Ecolab
Fox Printing Co.
Fox TV 6
Frito-Lay
Georgia - Pacific 
   Corporation 
Golden Guernsey Dairy
InsinkErator
Jim Bovin
Johnson Nursery
Kohl’s Corporation
Laughlin Constable
M & I Bank
Marcus Hotel & Resort

Marek Printing
Frontier Airline
MillerCoors
Milwaukee Bucks
Milwaukee County Zoo
Milwaukee Journal 
   Sentinel
Pioneer Sales & Services
Poblocki Sign Co
S & D Coffee, Inc.
Select Comfort
Summerfest
Tech Squad
The Anchor Hocking
   Company
Time Warner Cable
Toy Industry
U-Line Corporation 
USA Today
Wachtel
Waste Management, Inc.
Wisconsin Athletic Club
YMCA

Fine Art Photography of 
Donna Strong

The first “friendraising” event held at the Ronald McDonald House showcased 
the photography of Donna Strong and introduced almost 200 people to our 
mission. 
Donna and her husband Dick invited several hundred friends to the October 3rd 
exhibit and reception. Families staying at the House also participated. Picture 
Perfect donated framing of the art, which was displayed on all three floors of 
the House. The gallery night raised more than $30,000 to support the Ronald 
McDonald House. 
“It was a thrill for me to exhibit my photographs,” Donna says. “But most 
meaningful was to introduce my friends to the Ronald McDonald House.”
“Very few of the gallery night guests had prior knowledge of the Ronald 
McDonald House,” Bob Monday, Chairman of the Board and close friend of 
Donna, says. “They saw this beautiful home-away-from-home. They met the 
families who are helped by the House. Every person that stepped in the door 
that night walked out a friend of the Ronald McDonald House.”

Matching Gift 
Corporations

In Kind 
Donations



Board of Directors 2010

Staff

John F. Altstadt, M.D.

Dennis W. Buchan

Marshall Chay

Cinthia S. Christensen

Derek Gilliam

Michael F. Gutzeit, M.D.

Robert Kramer

Maureen Manning

Carrie Megal

James Patterson

David A. Rause

Daniel P. Schwabe

Jeffrey M. Steren

Bernard J. Westfahl

Noel Williams

Ron Wisniewski

Anna Zeck

Sr. Chairman of the Board
James Pihos

Chairman of the Board
Bob Monday

Treasurer
Ann M. Petrie

Vice Chairman of the Board
Robert B. Dyble

President
Lynda Kohler

Director of House Operations 
Marilyn Brender

Volunteer Coordinator
Chris Nelson

Donor Coordinator
Secretary

Marlene Bruno

VP of Operations 
and Programs
Pam Buckley

Director of Events
Carol Bulgrin

Night Manager
Laura Arberry

Office Manager
Tiffany Smith

VP of Development
Terri Isabell

Accountant
Carol Franke

Events Coordinator
Anna Torres

Administrative Assistant
Jacquelyn Wahlberg

Evan and Finn’s Story

Twins Evan and Finn were born at 24 weeks and needed life-saving pediatric care in 
Milwaukee. When Evan needed major surgery to repair his heart, his mom, Megan, 
and his brother moved into the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Eastern 
Wisconsin. Located across the street from Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, Megan 
and Finn were able to visit Evan every day for more than four months as he fought for 
his life.

Despite the separation of her family, Megan found peace of mind and relaxation at the 
Ronald McDonald House. She was able to focus on her kids and her inner strength to 
move forward with optimism for the future. 



Friendly Loom
There is little that can be perceived as more heart-wrenchingly difficult than having your child 
in the hospital.  It feels like the world is unraveling; fraying at the edges, and all together 
falling apart.
Sitting in the corner of the art room is a loom. For some, the pattern of weaving resonates with 
the day-in day-out routines of a lengthy hospitalization. The pattern morphs from chaos to 
comfort as the yarns make their way to and fro. For others, the loom becomes the one place to 
weave their lives back together.  
In each weaving, there are hopes, dreams and stories.  Love is tied in knots onto the binding 
string. Messages of hope intertwine with named ribbons of why families come to the Ronald 
McDonald House. Bows are tied like reminders, cloth remnants and soft yarns all woven 
together into a message of healing; of coming back together; of telling their story in the 
gentlest of ways.  

Photography Donated by:
Jim Bovin and Stephanie Drew

Printing Donated by:
Crossmark Graphics, Inc.
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